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The Geography of California. By Harold W. Fairbanks. 190 pp. 

Map. Whitaker & Ray-Wiggin Co., San Francisco, 1912. 60 cents. 

7% x 5%. 
The book discusses in Part I the various physical features of California, 
the natural resources, and the development of occupations. The lack of maps 
to show climatic conditions and distribution of life forms makes one wonder if 
the author has improved much upon the "inadequate manner" of other 
presentations of the geography of the state. Part II deals with the seven 
different natural regions of California. A reproduction of a photograph of 
a relief map shows the location of the provinces, but the more detailed dis- 
cussion lacks illustration either by maps or photographs. The chapter on 
page 67 headed "Geographical Story of the Sierra Nevada Mountains" has 
no geography in it, and the slight development of important topics points to 
lack of care in preparing the material for the press. Robert M. Brown. 

SOUTH AMERICA 

Studi di Geomorfologia Argentina. Di G. Rovereto. 1: La Sierra di 
Cordova. 2 : II Rio della Plata. 3 : La Valle del Rio Negro, pp. 102-142. 
Maps, ill. Reprints, Bull. Soc. Geol. Ital., Vol. 30, 1911, pp. 1-19, pp. 313- 
350, Vol. 31, 1912, pp. 181-237, Vol. 32, 1913, pp. 102-142. Rome, 1913. 
10x6%. 

These contributions to South American morphology are the outcome of 
investigations carried on to determine suitable schemes of irrigation. Their 
contents shed considerable light on the hydrography of the regions examined. 
The relation of the Sierra de Cordova and the San Luis massif is determined 
with the hydrographic factor in view. The author points to the existence of 
separate water systems, the result of the shrinking of a general hydrographic 
basin into independent units. A cycle of aridity is assumed to cause this 
condition. 

Economic conclusions of practical importance follow these studies. The 
investigation of the Rio Negro valley, where extensive tracts of land can be 
reclaimed, is a good instance in point. It is to be hoped that the Direeci6n 
General de Irrigation will publish the material gathered by its engineers, 
part of which has informed the author in these pamphlets. Leon Dominian. 

ASIA 

Natur- and Eultarbilder aus den Kaukasuslandern and Hochar- 

monien. Von Teilnehmern der Schweizerischen Naturwissenschaftlichen 

Studienreise, Sommer 1912, unter Leitung von Prof. Dr. M. Rikli. viii 

and 317 pp. Map, ills., index. Orell Fiissli, Zurich, 1914. 9 x 6%. 

The interest of these summer explorations of the Swiss naturalists grows 

with each succeeding year. In this volume we find the excursion of 1912, 

spent in the mountains which part Armenia from the Black Sea. Six of 

the monographs deal with the geographical reconnaissance of the Caucasus 

and three with the Armenian mountain region and the scaling of Mount 

Ararat, while three more discuss the geognosy of the steppes. The work is 

supplemented by two excellent papers on the plant and animal life of the 

regions surveyed. Long held in superstitious awe as unscalable, Ararat proves 

to be a very easy mountain to negotiate and to such alpinists as the Swiss 

naturalists the climb offered no difficulty. 

EUROPE 

The Seine from Havre to Paris. By Sir Edward Thorpe, xxi and 493 

pp. Maps, ills., index. The Maemillan Co., New York, 1913. 12s. 6d. 

9x6. 

A delightful account of a leisurely journey up the Seine in a small boat. 

Apart from the first chapter which deals with the hydrography of the Seine 

and explains the history and stage of river regulation, the book is devoted 



